
The book of Mark is the shortest gospel and was once over-
shadowed by the more expansive, orderly gospels of Matthew,
Luke and John. We might ask, ‘What can we learn from this
gospel that we don’t already know from the other gospels?’

But it is clear from the opening verse ‘The beginning of the goodnews about Jesus
the Messiah, the Son of God’, that Mark has an important message he is eager to
share with us. Like the other gospel writers, he provides a unique portrait of
Jesus, with a special insight into who Jesus was and what he came to accomplish.

The first half of the book (chapters 1-8) sets out to show us who Jesus is – ‘the
Messiah, the Son of God’ (1:1) and from 8:31, the focusmoves to the cross – Jesus’
mission.

Commentators think Mark was most likely to be John Mark, a minor character
mentioned in Acts who worked alongside Paul, Barnabus and Peter, and that his
gospel account reflects Peter’s version of events.

Mark doesn’t beat about the bush – he gets straight to the point and his focus is
Jesus from beginning to end. He packs the whole ministry of Jesus into 16
chapters and it can easily be read in one sitting. But let’s take time to read the
suggested sections slowly, inviting Jesus to reveal new aspects of his identity,
character and mission to us. You might want to imagine yourself in the story or
read the passage a number of times to see what words or phrases jump out.

And as you read about this radical, wholehearted, compassionate life, you might
want to ask God to reveal to youwhat hewants to say to you about your everyday
life. What does living with this good-news-bearing-Jesus look like in your
relationships, actions, thoughts and heart?
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Some final words in italics (possibly not Mark’s)


